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WEEK 6 NEWSLETTER
MESSAGE
Asalamu Alaykum Warahmatullahi
Wabarakatu

Welcome to the 2023 academic year at our
esteemed school.  I pray that this message
finds you all in good health and high spirits
as we embark on a new academic year full
of opportunities, challenges, and
accomplishments.

We are excited about the possibilities that
lie ahead. Garden College is committed to
providing world-class learning experiences
in an environment filled with love, respect,
tolerance, gratitude, kindness and support
for each other.

We will continue to implement innovative
teaching methods to foster a culture of
academic excellence, In Sha Allah, Ameen! 
 Additionally, we are working to strengthen
our partnerships with external institutions
and the wider community to provide our
students with hands-on experiences and
opportunities to apply what they learn in
the classroom.

Important Reminders
Adelaide Cup (Public Holiday) - 13th March
 NAPLAN Exams - 15th - 27th Match
Harmony Day - 21st March (Secondary)
Harmony Day - 22nd March (Primary)
Ramadan 2023 - 23rd March*
Parent-Teacher Interviews - 13th April

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

I wanted to take a moment to
share with you some of the
amazing activities that we've
been up to at Garden College
these past 6 weeks, and to let
you know about our quest to
continue to attain excellence
this year. We are filled with so
much of the outstanding bar
that our current Year 12’s will
set this year.

We've been working hard to
create a learning environment
that fosters academic success
and personal growth. Our
teachers and staff have been
collaborating (and sharing
best practice pedagogies) to
ensure that every student
receives the support they
need to reach their full
potential.

I am so grateful to our parents
who continue to embrace the
learning experiences that we
encourage our students to
participate in. Thank you for
your support, attendance at
our Parent information
Evening, excursions and our
Turkiye-Syria fundraiser. 

Alhumdulilah, we raised $3780
amongst Primary and Secondary
students/families. May Allah
(SWT) reward you for your
generosity, Ameen. 

As we continue on our journey to
excellence this year, we would
love for you to join us! Follow
our page for updates on our
progress and to learn more
about our school and the
amazing things happening here
www.fb.com/gardencollege 

May Allah (SWT) Shower us with
His Infinite Mercy, Guidance,
Protection and Choicest
Blessings, Ameen!

Jazak Allah Khairun

Dr Ahdielah Edries
PRINCIPAL



Assalam Alaykum to all our Garden College Family,

Welcome back to our existing and new families to Garden College. We have a
busy calendar for Term 1 to start the year. Physical health and wellbeing has a big
impact on students learning success and this is why we plan on engaging
physical education programs into our lessons. Our students in Years 4 to Year 6
are enjoying, participating in Soccer Clinics through Football SA using our
Sporting Schools Grant. 

This year the NAPLAN Online testing has been moved to Term 1 for our students
in the NAPLAN years. Information has been emailed and hard copies have been
sent to parents. It is important that students get plenty of sleep, breakfast and
arrive at school on time. We do not sit practice tests, however students may logon
to the Public Demonstration Site to become familiar with the online platform.
Teachers have sent out information about this on ClassDojo. If you have any
queries, please see your child’s class teacher.

After NAPLAN, Ramadan begins. Please note, our students will have a modified
homework schedule during this period along with modified Physical Education
lessons particularly for our upper primary classes. 

At Garden College our students are required to complete Mathletics and Reading
Eggs/Express tasks at school and for homework. Please assist your child to
complete all homework tasks set by the classroom teacher. Each week the top
class and runner up is awarded the Mathletics Cup for the highest scoring points.
I would like to acknowledge our Year 5A class who has consistently performed
well.

Our Premiers Reading Challenge and Premiers Be Active Challenge has began
and I wish all our students the best in completing these challenges. 

School excursions have been taking place and is a great way to extend the
learning that is taking place within the classroom and engage students in the
topics being taught. It is important that students attend planned excursions or
incursions.

CURRICULUM COORDINATOR - PRIMARY
MRS BANJAN

Finally, the new revised version 9.0v of
the Australian Curriculum was endorsed
by the state government last year. It will
need to be fully implemented by 2026.
As part of our strategic planning Garden
College will roll out the new version of
the AC curriculum gradually in the lead
up to this date.

As described on the ACARA website
The Australian Curriculum is
designed to help all young
Australians to become successful
learners, confident and creative
individuals, and active and informed
citizens. Presented as a
developmental sequence of learning
from Foundation - Year 10, the
Australian Curriculum describes to
teachers, parents, students and
others in the wider community what
is to be taught and the quality of
learning expected of young people as
they progress through school.
 
In Sha Allah I wish all students a
successful year of learning. Ramadan
Kareem to all our families.



R E C O G N I T I O N
A W A R D S -  P R I M A R Y

At Garden College, we are committed to nurturing our students' talents
and skills and helping them to achieve their full potential. We believe
that every student deserves to be recognised for their hard work.
Today, our wonderful primary students were presented with certificates
of recognition for their hard work and dedication.

Garden College would like to extend a big thank you to all the parents
and guardians who are supporting our students on their journey, and to
our dedicated teachers who are working tirelessly to ensure our
students are well-prepared for their future.

Congratulations to all the award recipients! Let's continue to work
together to create a brighter future for our students.

Watch the ceremony here

https://www.facebook.com/gardencollege?__cft__[0]=AZVr6Wgl0ImAo_-qwFEGVhEdH0oV4w0PGzCKvWKeMnoR2OWbpQREVojuLAggZtSfIowVJX1bejbm15-8KpYBklfdzQ0yCqtQZI_oSERmjXWGbyz7JEwwXPo79EjZsf1HTF9cSlfNvti9O5XTCEzkUMzCBh8h8uentJtSJvVqxhysHk3o5io10Zb7YJWHHaPo6vE&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/gardencollege?__cft__[0]=AZVr6Wgl0ImAo_-qwFEGVhEdH0oV4w0PGzCKvWKeMnoR2OWbpQREVojuLAggZtSfIowVJX1bejbm15-8KpYBklfdzQ0yCqtQZI_oSERmjXWGbyz7JEwwXPo79EjZsf1HTF9cSlfNvti9O5XTCEzkUMzCBh8h8uentJtSJvVqxhysHk3o5io10Zb7YJWHHaPo6vE&__tn__=-]K-R
https://fb.watch/j96b-MdyKb/


YEAR 2
Ms Wendy

My name is Mrs Wendy Branson. I like to be called Ms. Wendy,
Year 2 teacher, 2023. A mother of two adults and a primary
school teacher with many years of experience in Year 2
classrooms.

I am very blessed to have your children as my students this
year. We will enjoy our learning journey together
In Sha Allah. 

Year 2 students spent the first few weeks getting used to the
new routines and learning the processes and procedures of our
classroom. 

We have been learning about feelings, feeling safe, writing
sentences, past and present communication, line drawing, and
writing explanations. In Mathematics, we are using materials
such as pop sticks and blocks to learn about Place Value and
addition / subtraction. In Science we are learning about living
things having life cycles, so we are growing some peas and
beans. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for
supporting your children in their daily reading and supporting
them to complete all the set homework. It is very important to
listen to them while they are reading and ask them some
questions. 

Please keep communicating with us through ClassDojo and
check our updates. I hope we all have a great term
In Sha Allah. 



YEAR 4A
Ms Shakil

Welcome back to all students and families! Our
students in Year 4A have had a great start to the
school year and we are well on our way to an exciting
and productive term.

English:
We are focusing on news reports and information
reports during writing lessons this term. We
encourage students to follow the writing procedure, so
they do not miss any stage of the writing process
which includes brainstorming, rough draft and
proofreading before they write a good copy. Each
student has contributed to produce our class
newspaper and I am so proud of them. Our class is
enjoying watching the BTN (Behind the News) during
speaking and listening lessons where we listen to a
short news report and conduct a class discussion
about the news. Both guided and silent reading remain
a very important part of our English curriculum. 

Numeracy:
We have started the academic year with focus on
Number and Algebra strand of the curriculum. We
revisited the concepts of place value and number
sequence and patters. We are now focusing on
arithmetic operations which includes addition,
subtraction, multiplication, and division.

Science:
The learning area of Science allows students to
understand the world around them. We are learning
about lifecycles this term. Not only have students 
 explored the lifecycles of lions, frogs, and butterflies
but also designed insects of their own with their
lifecycles. In the second half of the term, we will learn
about the ecosystem and explore lifecycles of the
cassowary bird and fruiting trees. 

Digital Technologies:
Digital Technologies provide students with the
opportunity to learn how to use information
systems and software adequately. We are
currently re-examining the topic of databases to
build on our learning in year 3. This will further
develop students’ knowledge and skills about
recording and analysing data. Students are using
Google Sheets to not only create databases but
also create graphs and analyse the data. 

Please be reminded that during Term 1 we have
‘no hat, no play’ policy. Students are encouraged
to bring a water bottle of plain water to school
which they can leave on their desks and drink
throughout the day as needed.



Year 6
Mr. Ushroff

Our Year 6 cohort began the academic year adhering to our
whole school and classroom expectations, setting the standard
for their younger peers. The student leadership team has been
formed based on the qualities the students have displayed,
both inside and outside the learning environment. They raised
their concerns and targeted some issues regarding student
wellbeing. We look forward to achieving their shared vision by
fostering a sense of community amongst our students and
creating an atmosphere of respect. I appreciate our students
who have taken the role of ‘’yard duty monitor’’, dedicating
their recess or lunch break once a week to ensure their
younger peers are playing with the sports equipment
appropriately. 

Our students have been introduced to a ‘’buddy’’ program
working with Ms. A and her reception class. Students have
been paired with our first-year students to help them adjust
to their new school environment. The goal for this term is to
provide support regarding their social and emotional
development. We look forward to continuing working closely
with the reception class throughout the year.

On the 1st of March, we had an opportunity to visit Parliament house of SA. The tour lead by our MP of Playford
(Mr. John Fullbrook) was a memorable experience, navigating through the building and its grounds. The excursion
aligned with concepts taught in HASS about the different levels and systems of government. We learnt about the
history and traditions behind the political system. The excursion helped build on our prior knowledge,
understanding of role and responsibilities of our ministers and the importance of a democratic society.



In Science Year 6, students are learning about various renewable energy sources. Students enjoyed experiments
on static electricity and circuits. Integrating Science with Islamic knowledge In Sha Allah it will be extremely
helpful to students in enhancing their understanding of scientific concepts. Ms Dilshad (Yr 6 Science Teacher)



S A  P A R L I A M E N T  H O U S E
E X C U R S I O N  -  Y E A R  0 6



There are a variety of reasons which may indicate that students might need some counselling. Some
could be academic concerns, school transitions, personal struggles, mental health concerns, and peer
issues. Furthermore, my services can also include assisting families in times of hardship, such as losing
a loved one and a change in family dynamics. I will provide support through classroom guidance lessons,
within small groups and individual counselling, alongside consultation with parents, teachers, and the
leadership team.

Having completed high school in Australia as a migrant, I feel that I have some advantages relating to
our high school students and their experiences to some level if not all. Additionally, being a parent
myself enables me to relate to parents and the common struggles and challenges of raising good
Muslims in the West. I believe I can utilise these insights to tailor the available resources to suit the
needs of our children and support them and achieve positive outcomes. 

I look forward to working together with you this year to help ensure your child’s success in school and
life in general. If you have any counselling-related questions, please do not hesitate to contact me via
my email at k.zulpar@gardencolle.sa.edu.au or through the school office.

Kind regards, 
Kelara Zulpar

MS ZULPAR

It is with great pleasure to introduce myself as the new School
Counsellor of Garden College. The students at Garden College
are the ones who inspired me to take this new career path, and
here I am today to utilise my new skills for them. As the School
Counsellor, my primary aim and responsibility is to promote the
academic, career, and social/emotional development of
students. I strive to provide a safe and positive environment
where the students can explore problems and concerns they may
have and to support them to overcome any issues. 

In a hadith narrated by Abu Hurayrah (RA), he said: “The Messenger
of Allah (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him) said, “Every
joint of a person must perform a charity each day that the sun
rises: to judge justly between two people is a charity. To help a man
with his mount, lifting him onto it or hoisting up his belongings
onto it, is a charity. And the good word is a charity. And every step
that you take towards the prayer is a charity, and removing a
harmful object from the road is a charity.” (Bukhari and Muslim)

mailto:k.zulpar@gardencolle.sa.edu.au
mailto:k.zulpar@gardencolle.sa.edu.au


ISLAMIC &
QURANIC
STUDIES
MS DILSHAD

I would like to warmly welcome all our students including
our precious Reception students who have effortlessly
accustomed to the school environment. 

I am incredibly grateful to Allah SWT to see my students
back and for them to have an Islamic Studies room.
Seeing my little Year 3’s making wudu and praying Dhur
in the masjid is something very special that I cannot
express in words.

For the first few lessons, students were engaged in
recalling their previous knowledge learnt from Islamic
lessons, and most of them realised that revision is
significant in finding the treasures of Islam and making
the learning process fruitful. All my students started their
journey by finding the reasons and ways for connecting
themselves to our Creator, knowing our beloved Prophet
SAW and the treasures from the Quran, to get ready to
welcome the month of the Quran InShah Allah. 

Reception students started learning the Quran by
understanding the meaning and importance of saying
Istiaadah. Our goal for Reception students is to identify
and learn the sounds of the first few Arabic alphabets. 



We have an exciting announcement to make! The Garden College primary
campus has announced our 2023 school captains, leadership group and
SRCs.

The aim of the SRC and leadership group is to help support the
community in our many events throughout the year, help with school
resources and be the communication bridge between students and
teachers.

We want to create a student-safe environment where every student has a
voice. We hope that the implementation of the SRC and Year 6
leadership group can help foster positive well-being across our
community. 

I have the privilege of acting as the student liaison officer for 2023, I
will be working closely with the SRC and Year 6 leadership team to help
achieve our goals for the upcoming school year.

A special shout-out to Salma and Osman for being the 2023 school
captains. 

Mr McBride

SRC 2023



SACE NEWS
MR DAVOS

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to the new academic
year at Garden College. I hope this message finds you
well and in high spirits. This year I’m returning to my role
as the SACE Coordinator and boys' behaviour. 

At the start of this new year, I would like to take this opportunity to greet parents and welcome back returning students as
well as to congratulate each one of you for making it this far. The beginning of the year is always an exciting time as we
get to start fresh and set new goals for the year ahead. I am confident that all of you are eager to learn, grow, and achieve
your academic goals.

As we embark on this journey together at Garden College, I would like to encourage you to put in your best efforts and
strive towards excellence in all that you do. Remember that learning is a lifelong process, and every day is an opportunity
to acquire new knowledge and skills.

In my classes, we will be exploring various themes and topics that will challenge you to think critically, reflect on your
beliefs and values, and develop your research and writing skills. I am excited to see your progress and growth throughout
the year.

In conclusion, I want to wish everyone a successful and productive academic year. Let us support and encourage one
another as we work towards our goals. May Allah bless us all with knowledge, wisdom, and guidance.

I’m also taking on the extra role of Daily Organiser as Mrs Bahwach has stepped down from the role (after doing it
amazingly for years). I’m also blessed with being the teacher of the senior classes of Year 11 Society and Culture, Year 11
Research Project, Year 12 English and Year 12 Society and Culture. I am honoured to be part of this vibrant community of
learners and welcome everyone to the 2023 academic year at Garden College.



The journey of learning is an essential part of our
existence and success. Allah says: “Say (O Muhammad) Are
those who are learned equal to those who do not know”.

The Prophet (peace be upon him) said: “Seeking knowledge
is obligatory on every Muslim”.

Significance of Time
Time is something that is of vital significance in Islam. Its
importance is clearly explained in al-Qur’an as Allah the
Almighty revealed many chapters of the Quran by swearing
with the importance of times: “By the Time, By the Dawn,
By the Sunrise, By the Night” etc. And the Prophet PBUH
valued time and encouraged us to be vigilant with time. 

On the authority of ibn ‘Abbaas radiyAllaahu ‘anhuma, the
Messenger sallAllahu ‘alayhi wasallam said: “There are two
blessings which many people lose: (they are) health and
free time for doing good.” • (al-Bukhaari) 

I would like to remind our students and youth about the
importance of time as many of them are wandering off and
wasting their precious time. Our duties as parents and
care givers are to constantly observe their behaviour
towards how they are utilising  it at home and remind
them about the value of their time. Every single second
wasted can never be replaced or compensated.
Time is our age and our age is the capital for our life that
has already been predetermined. It must be adequately
filled in determining our success in this life and the
Hereafter.  

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, Peace and Blessings
of Allah be upon His final Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him), his entire household, his companions and all
those who follow him correctly.

Let us begin by thanking the Almighty Allah for His
countless blessings; Islam, safety, good health, opportunity
to learn etc. 

QURANIC STUDIES -QURANIC STUDIES -
SECONDARYSECONDARY
SHAYKH ABDULSALAM ALIM

The purpose of learning the Quran and Islamic
Studies
Learning of the Quran and Islamic lessons
shouldn’t be limited to memorise the selected
Surahs of the Quran or get a good report, which
cannot be ignored too, but the most important
aim should be how children improve their Akhlaq
and implement what they learnt in their day-to-
day life. 

The best activities for us in learning the Quran,
being able to read it with proper pronunciation
and Tajweed, understand its meaning and reflect
on its teachings. 

At Garden College, we have a whole school
approach of learning Islam and living Islam
through respect, care, brotherhood, and
sisterhood and achieving the best result in all
areas of learning.

During this term in Quranic lessons, we focus on
reading, memorisation, Tajweed and reflection on
the meaning of the Surahs. Each year level has
been allocated with selected Surahs to learn and
memorise and the students in the beginner level
are to focus more on their reading improvement.



Fast some days of Sha’aban as it was the
practice of the Prophet (peace be upon him)
Plan ahead your Ramadan activities i.e. fasting,
Taraweeh, reciting the Quran, Iftaar parties etc.
Charity: help and reach out to the poor and
needy around the world by participating in the
food package of $80 to feed a whole family
during the month of Ramadan organised by
HASENE. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said:
“Whoever gives iftaar to one who is fasting will
have a reward like his, without that detracting
from the reward of the fasting person in the
slightest.

Important Reminder
Another reminder to our Garden College family is
that we are only couple of weeks away from the
blessed month of Ramadhan. These are important
times for us to prepare and plan to welcome
Ramadan. Among the things we could do and must
remind each other are:

1.

2.

3.

We ask Allah to bless us with strong Iman, good
health and grant our students beneficial knowledge!

In Islamic studies, we have started Part I of the Islamic
Studies Books in all the year levels from 7-10, focusing
on the Aqeedah and Islamic History during this term. The
students are also encouraged to have 2 important books
“Essential Beliefs & Practices in Islam” and
“Fundamental Beliefs of Islam” as their reference and
resource materials which are easy to follow and help to
understand the basics about Islam.

Our wellbeing lessons are going very well during Pastoral
Care periods. Halaqah type lessons, watching reminders
from well-known and respected Muslim scholars and open
discussions are making the subject very interesting and
beneficial.

Year 10,11 and 12 classes are taking stage 1 and stage 2
SACE subjects “Spiritualities, Religion and Meaning”
respectively in 10 and 20 credits.

Besides the daily Quranic and Islamic lessons, students
have been taking part in various activities such as
presentations, raising awareness about our
responsibilities, practicing Azaan, leading the Prayers,
making Du’aa. The year 10s and 11s did a project of
collecting donations from the students and the staff to
raise fund to support and help the victims of the recent
earthquake in Turkiye and Syria. 





ENGLISH & ART
As we reach mid term, I wanted to update you on the fantastic
progress my students have been making in their English and Art
classes. 

Year 7 English has been working on a variety of projects, including
the “All About Me” project, which allowed students to explore
their own interests and personal experiences through creative
writing. We are currently focusing on the “Alien Library Project”,
where students have the opportunity to explore the purpose of a
library; as well as “Whimsical and Nonsense Poetry” where
students let their imaginations run wild and create their own
absurd and humorous poems. Year 8 English has been enhancing
their report writing skills through an exciting project based on a
fictional crime scene. Students had to investigate the evidence,
analyse the facts and present their findings in a number of clear
and concise reports. This project allows students to develop their
critical thinking and analysing skills, while also improving their
written communication. Year 9 English has been exploring the
power of protest poetry. Through this project, students have been
encouraged to explore social and political issues through the
medium of poetry. This has allowed them to develop their
understanding of important issues, as well as develop their writing
skills and techniques.

Year 7 and 8 Art has been focussing on Aboriginal Art, exploring
the rich cultural heritage and artistic traditions of Indigenous
Australians. Students have been studying different techniques
such as x-ray art and dot painting, and incorporating them into
their own art work. Year 9 Art has been experimenting with
surrealistic artwork, incorporating elements of surprise and
unexpected imagery. This topic really allows students to unleash
their creativity and imagination. 

I want to take this opportunity to remind parents about the
upcoming NAPLAN testing, which will take place in the next few
weeks. We encourage all students to prepare and participate to
the best of their abilities, and appreciate your support with this. 

As always, a big thank you to our college communities’ parents and
carers for their ongoing support regarding their child’s education.
“At the end of the day, the most overwhelming key to a child’s
success is the positive involvement of parents.” – Jane D. Hull.

MRS HUTCHINSON



Assalamu Alaikum to our Garden College families

We hope you had a restful and enjoyable break with your
loved ones. It is my pleasure to introduce myself as one of the
teachers at Garden College.

My name is Miss Yasmin Ismail and I am excited to be
teaching Year 7 EAL, Year 10 English, and SACE Stage 1
Personal Learning Plan and English. I have been enjoying
getting to know your children and creating a welcoming and
engaging environment for them to learn and grow.

EALD

MS YASMIN

In Year 10 English, we have been exploring a range of different short stories. Students have been developing their
comprehension and analysis skills by breaking down the stories and analyzing the use of language techniques to
convey deeper meaning and symbolism in the story. They have also been developing their writing skills through
each story, which will help them in future English studies.

My Year 10 students are also completing their first SACE subject this term. They have been introduced to SACE
and its requirements for Stage 1 and 2. In Personal Learning Plan, they are learning about the seven capabilities
and how they are embedded throughout their education, and how relevant they are to their lives. This will help
them to develop essential skills that they will need for future studies and employment.

In Year 11 English, we have been learning about poetry. Students have been learning how to analyze and describe
the techniques used in poems, and how to effectively convey their thoughts and emotions through their writing.
They thoroughly enjoyed this task and were able to write about an object that is dear to them.

I am committed to supporting your children in their learning journey and ensuring they have a positive experience
at Garden College. If you have any questions or would like to meet, please do not hesitate to get in touch with me.
You can contact me in person, via email at y.ismail@gardencollege.sa.edu.au or over the phone on 8285 3975.

I look forward to working with you and your children this year.

In Year 7 EAL, we have been focusing on building connections and getting to know each other through an
interactive all about me assessment task. Students shared their special memories, first experiences in high
school and their aspirations for the future through an oral presentation. I was impressed with their confidence
and enthusiasm for sharing their stories.

mailto:y.ismail@gardencollege.sa.edu.au


Year 7 and 8 students are learning the basic
programming constructs through the highly interactive,
block-based and fun, Code.org tasks. This includes
mastering branching and iteration while at the same
time, understanding the theory behind debugging code
and presenting code in a structured format.

TECHNOLOGY
MR CAESARIKOW

The Year 9 and 10 students have continued building their
understanding of block-based coding using Code.org. As
a key assessment item, these students are using
functions, loops, branches and variables to create code
to draw shapes and prisms. This is a very rewarding
exercise for the students. They start to use function
calls from within a function to see how modularised
coding and code re-use, keeps code neat and saves time.

Our Year 11’s are the first students in the College to be completing a SACE Digital Technologies course.
They have taken well to extending their knowledge of a single table Database to making fully Relational
Databases (multiple tables) using sound design techniques. These include creating E-R Diagrams,
establishing foreign key relationships between tables and creating their SQL queries to extract meaningful
information from multiple tables. 

Students are currently designing databases to solve problems such as recording the performances for a
School Sports Day and keeping track of the marks and subjects for students and teachers in a fictitious
academic organisation. 

Entity-Relationship Diagram
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