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MESSAGE
FROM THE SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

As-salaamu 'alaykum,

Dear Parents/Caregivers,

May this newsletter find you in the best spiritual, physical, social and emotional well-being with the
Grace of the Almighty. I’m very excited to share this Term 4 edition of our newsletter with you.

Alhumdulilah, through Almighty’s Blessings we have had a very successful term so far, albeit very
busy with excursions, World of Math and Money Talks incursions, Yr 11 camp, Sporting schools
football clinic, Sports Star Academy Clinic, fundraising events (A day for Daniel charity), Kids teaching
kids as part of the National Recycling Week; Spelling Bee competition and not forgetting our
sensational Sports Day. A very special thank you to Mrs Banjan and all the staff for working tirelessly to
provide the students with such a fun-filled holistic curriculum.

Our school is a buzz with planning the upcoming Reception and Yr 6 graduations. It has been such a
pleasure to witness the development and milestones of both of these groups of students. May Allah
(SWT) grant that any goals and aspirations that they have may materialise as they progress through
their schooling, Ameen.

As we move towards completion of the last few weeks of this year; please ensure your children are
present at school to complete their final examinations and have the opportunity to consolidate any
concepts across the curriculum so that they may be ready for next year. Kindly book any holidays after
we finish school on Tuesday 13th December 2022.

We look forward to seeing all parents on Wednesday 14th December 2022 for your final opportunity
to meet with your children’s teachers.

Dr Ahdielah Edries
PRINCIPAL

Week 6 - Exam week (Primary)

Week 7-8: Exam week (Secondary)

December 8th - Reception Graduation

December 9th - Year 6 Graduation

Last day of Term for students - 13th December

Parent-Teacher Interviews - 14th December

IMPORTANT REMINDERS:

May Allah (SWT) continue to guide, protect, shower us with His
Mercy and keep us safe from any calamities, Ameen Yaa Rabb!

Jazak- Allah Khairun for your support with all our endeavours.



Click here to watch World Teachers' Day Celebrations at Garden College

Click here to watch Year 6's Tour of Parliament of South Australia 

https://youtu.be/rK9agnYIQz0
https://youtu.be/lYgraDDUMms
https://youtu.be/lYgraDDUMms
https://youtu.be/rK9agnYIQz0
https://youtu.be/rK9agnYIQz0


Firstly, I urge students to be grateful for everything and to strengthen their connection with their
Creator to increase their self-esteem in a world where the likes, comments and followers are often seen
as the social currency for popularity, confidence and self-worth. 

While young people live out much of their social lives online, there are certain elements of this world
that can have a negative impact on the social and emotional wellbeing of young people, particularly if
that person’s self-esteem is already fragile. Many of the challenges faced by young people previously are
now magnified and felt more deeply when played out online. We need to give young people the
confidence, skills and prospect. Through these subjects, we help them reconnect themselves with their
Creator and remind them of their purpose in life. So, we pray that the students not only learn how to read
Quran and memorise, rather they learn how to live the Quran in their day lives.

Secondly, I urge the students to look up to the right role model as Allah (SWT) encouraged us in the
Quran and avoid idolising those who seem to be popular because of their certain temporary worldly
achievements or controversial viewpoints.

Praise be to Allah, Lord of the worlds, Peace and Blessings of Allah
be upon His final Prophet Muhammad sallallahu alayhi wa sallam,                 
to his household and all those who follow him.

By Allah’s grace, we have started the final term of the academic
year of 2022 with good spirit aiming to achieve the best of it. It
has been a quick and safe academic year compared to the last
year’s ups and downs. I ask Allah to bless us this term and grant us
safety. 

QURANIC STUDIES -
SECONDARY
SHAYKH ABDULSALAM ALIM



According to Islam, the best human beings are the prophets. After that, the best human beings are
companions, disciples, and followers of the prophets. Of course, the greatest example of exemplary
behaviour in any given situation is Prophet Muhammad himself. We know from his authentic traditions – the
Sunnah, that his character was the Quran, meaning that he lived and breathed all that the Quran teaches.
When we are looking for role models, we need look no further than the Prophet himself and those who
surrounded him in the early days of Islam. In fact, when following the companions, we are following Prophet
Muhammad because they did not learn Islam from anyone other than him. 

Thirdly, I would like students to utilise their full potential to succeed in their academic achievements. This
term, our focus in the high school is to memorise the set Surahs as planned in the term planner, continue
daily reading requirement in all year levels, improve recitation and Tajweed, learn the meaning and the
Tafseer of the Surahs with more focus on revising the Back Surahs. 

On the authority of ibn ‘Abbaas radiyAllaahu ‘anhuma, the Messenger sallAllahu
‘alayhi wasallam said: “There are two blessings which many people lose: (They are)
Health and free time for doing good.” • (al-Bukhaari) 

In the Islamic Studies lessons, the students across high school focus on Akhlaq and dealings in addition to
ways of improving Taqwaa and understanding the importance of Islamic brotherhood.

The year 7 students will learn about the Janazah (funeral) Prayer, Taqwaa, being good to relatives, using the
tongue correctly, leniency in worship and the Prophet’s kindness etc.

The year 9 and 10 students learn some topics on Fiqh (Islamic Jurisprudence) i.e. Zakah, 5 essential in
Islam, Akhlaq based on the stories by the Prophet i.e. The hadith about the people of the cave, the girl and
the diluted milk, the rights of Islamic brotherhood, features distinguishing Islam in various aspects of life
etc.

Finally, I want to congratulate the year 11 students for their consistent effort and performance on stage 1
Religion Studies. They have completed assessment type 1 “Practical Activity”, assessment type 2 “Issue
Investigation” and working on the final assessment “Reflection”. I pray that Allah grants them success!

We ask the Almighty Allah to help our students and grant them beneficial knowledge 
and grant them success!

Abdul Salam Alim
Quranic & Islamic studies Department

Anas ibn Malik reported: I served the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon him, for
ten years. By Allah, he never even said to me, “Uff!” He never said harshly, “Why
did you do that?” or, “Why did you not do that?” Source: Ṣaḥīḥ al-Bukhārī 5691,
Ṣaḥīḥ Muslim 2309



CURRICULUM COORDINATOR - PRIMARY
MRS BANJAN

Assalam Alaykum to all our Garden College Family,

We have started the final term of the year running! There have been many
amazing events and activities that our students have had the opportunity to take
part in. We have had Sporting Stars sporting clinic visits for junior primary
students and SANFL football clinics for our upper primary students. The students
also enjoyed our World of Math’s incursion and Money Talks sessions. Our year 6
students visited Parliament House and were given a tour by MP Mr John
Fullbrook. Sports Day was another successful event where all our students and
staff came together for a fun day of sports and teamwork. I congratulate all the
house teams for an amazing effort. 

Our school once again was one of the top 50 performing schools for the Premier's
Be Active Challenge and I had the opportunity along with some of our students to
attend the Premiers PBAC reception and receive a grant of $1000 dollars to be
spent towards sports equipment. Students will shortly receive their medals and
awards for both the Premiers Reading and Be Active Challenges.

Our Day for Daniel fundraiser raised funds for e-safety to help keep our children
safe. It was very successful with a total of $238 raised. I wish to thank all families
who supported this. May Allah (swt) reward you all.
 
We use a variety of diagnostic tests to analyse the student’s data at Garden
College including PAT-R, Waddington tests, school reports, reading recovery
testing and NAPLAN assessments and will continue to use the NAPLAN data in
conjunction with the other diagnostic tests. NAPLAN results have been given to
parents and I am pleased to report the data has shown the primary years reading
and spelling skills as a whole are above the national minimum standard. 

I look forward to working with everyone next year as part of our Garden College
family to maximise the learning outcomes of all our students.



Our Year 10 students have been invited to participate in the
first year of a new longitudinal study of young people in
Australia. In 2022, the GENERATION study focused on the
activities and aspirations of Year 10 students – what they are
doing now and what they think they would like to do in the
future with study, training and employment. 

Each student who completes the survey will receive an
individual summary of their career’s interests, while the
school will receive a summary report of the plans of Year 10
students as a group. No individual student will be identified
in the school report.

There are plans for another 10 years of surveys in this
longitudinal study. Students will be asked if they are
interested in participating in later years of the study.If
students agree to participate in later years, they will be asked
to provide their contact details. Please note that it is not a
requirement for students to participate in later years, and all
questions in the survey are voluntary.

Further information about the study will be provided to all
Year 10 families along with a consent form. If you have any
questions about the survey, please contact Aziza Khelil on:

Tel : 8285 3975
Email: a.khelil@gardencollege.sa.edu.au

All data will be kept strictly confidential, and no individual
student or school will be identified in published data or
reports.

CURRICULUM COORDINATOR - SECONDARY
MRS A KHELIL



Term 4, Week 4
Recognition Awards

Primary Campus

Our Primary students experienced the ‘World of Maths’ incursion, where they had an
opportunity to learn and express various skills and strategies needed for problem-solving in
real-life situations.

During the session, students analysed mathematical problems through investigation,
comparison and reflection. They worked together in small teams to discuss and record
possible answers. Students had worksheets to keep on task and record responses. Click here
to watch the session video.

https://youtu.be/90xO_8K-3uM
https://youtu.be/90xO_8K-3uM
https://youtu.be/90xO_8K-3uM
https://youtu.be/90xO_8K-3uM
https://youtu.be/90xO_8K-3uM


YEAR 3A
Ms Shakil
This term we will be consolidating and reviewing a lot of
learning that has happened during the year. 

Literacy:
We are focusing on information reports during writing
lessons this term. Students are also working on
independent reading skills and activities. We will also
revise and strengthen other areas of literacy such as
spelling, grammar, comprehension, and presentation
skills. 

Numeracy:
The focal point of our numeracy lessons this term is
problem solving. The main topics we will cover are
shapes, chance and probability and data and students will
have an opportunity to apply their learning from this and
previous terms during structured problem solving lessons.

Science:
We are learning about 'Heat' in science. To inaugurate our
heat topic today, students enjoyed an ice block and
reflected on what happens to the ice block in their hands.
We discussed why it melted and why their hands feel cold
when they hold it.

Design and Technology:
Students are learning about STEM and how knowledge is
applied in the real-world during Design and Tech lessons.
We designed and created pop-up cards and we have some
other fun projects lined up for the rest of the term. 



Digital Technologies:
Students are learning to conduct an online inquiry this
term. They will learn to find useful and accurate
information online through a five-step process. This topic
has been integrated with recycling week inquiry that our
class is conducting about waste crises. We are focusing
on ‘Mindless Waste’. 

Football Workshops:
This term years 3 to 6 are participating in football
sessions conducted by SANFL. Students thoroughly
enjoyed the sessions and are looking forward to the
remaining workshops.

Please be reminded that we have a ‘no hat, no play’ policy
during term 4. 

You are welcome to message me on ClassDojo or email me
if you have any questions or concerns. 

Our Primary students are enjoying club level coaching,
learning and refining their soccer skills. Thanks to
Sport Star Academy for facilitating these sessions.

                     Click here to watch the training video.

https://youtu.be/i63PUJ7A1Uw
https://youtu.be/i63PUJ7A1Uw
https://youtu.be/i63PUJ7A1Uw
https://youtu.be/i63PUJ7A1Uw


SHAYKH YUSUF

QURANIC STUDIES - PRIMARY

Assalamu Alaikum

In Term 4, Qur’anic classes have started very well Alhamdulillah.
Students have been excited and engaged in learning various
Surahs. 

However, due to a shorter term, we encourage parents to support
students in their learning and memorisation and following up
weekly memorisation benchmark according to the overview of the
term in order to succeed.

I am delighted in having the opportunity to work with students this
term and develop their knowledge of the Quran and Islamic values.

May Allah grant beneficial knowledge to our children.

THE PROPHET (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص) SAID, "THE BEST AMONG YOU
(MUSLIMS) ARE THOSE WHO LEARN THE QUR'AN AND
TEACH IT." SAHIH AL-BUKHARI



2022 
Sports Day

Click here to watch

Sports Day 2022 

video

https://youtu.be/CNtrBLrBMgs
https://youtu.be/CNtrBLrBMgs
https://youtu.be/CNtrBLrBMgs
https://youtu.be/CNtrBLrBMgs
https://youtu.be/CNtrBLrBMgs
https://youtu.be/CNtrBLrBMgs


YEAR 4A
Miss Mennillo

Please ensure a healthy lunch and full water
bottle are brought to school. 
Please remember No Hat, No Play. Ensure your
child brings their hat to school every day. 

Welcome to Term 4! Many exciting activities are
underway for our year 4 class as we near the end of
another school year. 

Our students have been taking part in many exciting
extra-curricular activities throughout the term. We
have been lucky enough to have an AFL clinic with us
every week, as well as the World of Maths incursion. 

The World of Maths incursion took students through a
series of activities which demonstrated the
importance of Mathematics in everyday life. Students
used their problem solving skills to attempt each
tricky task! 

In Science we have been learning about different
forces that surround us. This week we did an
experiment on gravity to see how it works with
everyday objects. 

In Civics students are thoroughly enjoying learning
about rules and laws. They are having fun figuring out
the importance of rules and understanding the
necessity of having laws in our society. 

In English our students are learning about persuasive
writing. They are learning how to convince people of
particular ideas using persuasive devices. They are
doing really well so far! 

Just a couple reminders: 

We hope to share more with you soon! 



YEAR 5
Our year five cohort have kicked off term four enhancing their
areas of improvement and building positive relationships with
a wider range of peers. Reader’s theatre has been introduced
to help develop fluency and expression with their oral
language. It involves reading in groups with each student
assigned to a character in the script. Our students have
enjoyed reading aloud to an audience and have gradually
gained confidence with their tone and voice projection. 

On the 7th of November, a world of math incursion
helped students understand a different perspective of
Math that is not all about numbers, but rather the
unconscious mathematics we do in our everyday lives.
The workshop provided hands-on learning to follow
instructions of real-life examples and apply problem-
solving skills. In design and technology, students have
been busy constructing their park models and are
showcasing their creativity, utilising a range of
materials and resources. 

Thank you to parent/s who continue to provide healthy
food lunch and snacks. As the temperature continues to
rise, I urge parents to make sure that your child has
extra fruit in their lunch box as well as bottle of water
to ensure they are receiving enough energy and
nutrients, while staying hydrated throughout the day.

Mr Ushoroff





YEAR 6
MR MCBRIDE

In year 6, we are getting ready for our transition into high
school, as well as consolidating our knowledge across
the curriculum in the following areas: 

Literacy:
We have been working on expanding our understanding
of persuasive devices in our writing units. Students are
also focusing on their abilities to enable them to
summarise texts in comprehension lessons. We are
working on using high modality words in a persuasive
setting.

Maths:
Students have completed a unit on angles and
transformations. We are transitioning into units on
probability and chance. Students have been
consolidating their understanding of this through
Mathletics tasks online.

HASS:
We are looking into the history of human rights, and how
the United Nations have been at the forefront of human
rights movements. We have developed our
understanding of the different articles under the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In Civics we are
learning about the Australian political systems and the
different political parties we have. 

Science:
We are looking at adaptations and different biomes of the
world; in particular, how different animals learn to live and
survive in biomes around the world. We are developing
our knowledge of how different plant life adapts to
growing in different environments. 

Thanks for all your continued support. As always, if you
need anything, please don’t hesitate to contact me via
email (g.mcbride@gardencollege.sa.edu.au) 

mailto:g.mcbride@gardencollege.sa


SACE NEWS
MR DAVOS

I Hope everyone is enjoying the crazy weather we’ve been
having recently. As I type this, my power has gone out and
my front yard has turned into a lake. With any luck, I might
get some cardio in from doing laps of it. 

While the weather recently has been all over the place,
something that isn’t is how our current bunch of seniors are
travelling with their year. We recently went on the year 11
Outdoor Education camp and had the pleasure of Dr Ahdielah
accompanying both myself, a few other staff members and
the year 11’s to the Mylor camp site. This years group were
able to enjoy a HUGE variety of activities ranging from
Archery, Big Swing, Canoeing, Damper Making, Flying Fox,
Swimming Pool as well as a plethora of team building
exercises. It was a great experience for all involved. It was
good to see the students enjoy such a rich and wonderful
experience in which they created memories which will last
them a lifetime. Many laughs and good times were had, while
also keeping in line with the schools Islamic Ethos. 

As for the academic side of school life, students are
currently finishing off the last of their year 11 subjects for
the year as well as drafting the final copies of their
Research Project. I’ve mentioned this before, I’m excited to
see them take their work ethics they’ve developed over the
past years and hone them as they finish off their final year
of SACE here at Garden College.

In English the year 10’s are enjoying working on a variety of
different tasks this last semester with poetry being the key
focus for the term. This term we’re focusing on various
workings of the famous bard. We’re also working on the final
selection of students subjects for 2023 and making sure the
students all get into courses that they’re eager to study
which will give them the best chance to succeed at
university.

That’s it from me. I hope that by the time you’re all reading
this, the weather has settled and summer starts to look a
little more summery.





Assalamu Alaikum to our Garden College families

I am very proud that our Yr 9/10 Boys were given the opportunity
to play in the South Australian Knockout Sports Competition for
Basketball. We came up against a very good school in St Columba.
The boys got to wear the jerseys that we designed for the
Intercultural Football tournament that happened in Term Two. 

Our boys have been focusing on their basketball skills for the past
term in P.E, so it was a great opportunity to showcase ourselves in
a statewide competition. We arrived at the school at 10.30am and
we had to warm up in front of around 100 students which was quite
daunting at first, as our students were not used to performing with
a big crowd. I spoke with the students and assured them that this is
a great opportunity to play in front of a crowd and it was great
preparation for when they leave school and enter the real world.

Our boys had a slow start to the match, being outscored in the first
quarter by nearly twenty points. Our second quarter was terrific, we
had our tactics spot on and the boys started to take their chances.
We won the second quarter easily and the opportunity to come back
into the game was on. Unfortunately St Columba were too good on
the day, having many of their players feature for local district
clubs. Our boys never gave up and always played to the final
whistle. The respect between the two schools was obvious as the
boys sat down and spoke to each other after the game. 

It was an awesome opportunity for our students to
represent the college and culture/religion outside of the
school, it was great to see the boys well behaved and
each of them enjoyed the experience.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION
MR PANAGIS 
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